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INDIGO GIRLS WITH THE 
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Michelle Merrill, conductor 


Grammy Award®-winning folk pop duo 
Indigo Girls take the stage with the 
Minnesota Orchestra on Pride weekend for 
a breathtaking fusion of song and rhapsodic 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Of Maus and Men - A Little 
Knowledge is Only the Beginning 


E.B. BOATNER 


There has been an uptick in book banning, not only at the school library 
level, but, according to a recent NYT article, a growing tactic of politicizing. A 
Wyoming county prosecutor’s office considered pressing charges against li- 
brary employees for stocking certain books; an Oklahoma bill was introduced 
into the State Senate to prohibit school libraries from keeping any books deal- 
ing with sexual activity, sexual identity or gender. 

And in Tennessee, where McMinn County Board of Education voted to 
remove Art Spiegelman’s Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel, Maus, from an 
eighth grade Holocaust module, citing nudity and “bad language.” These stu- 
dents would be about Anne Frank’s age when she perished in Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp. 

In Maus, the adult Spiegelman presented the reality that his father Vladek 
underwent at the hands of the Nazis, taking down his words as Vladek pedaled 
on his exercise bike. Spiegelman drew his characters as animals—Jews mice, 
Nazis cats—to make the story bearable for audiences of any age. And there is 
nudity: the mouse characters being forced to disrobe and being herded into 
shower/gas chambers to their deaths, and the semi-nude woman in the bath 
tub is Spiegelman’s mother, also a camp survivor, who later committed suicide. 
If these contexts titillate school board members, that should be the area of 
concern. 

An interview with Dwayne A. Ratleff concerns his young, gay protagonist 
finding his way in life. “When I wrote Dancing to the Lyrics,” he explains, “I 
wanted to show the reader I am the ‘other’ that is very much like you, just a 
different version of you. 


“I loved Maus. The book burning brotherhood want a world where new 
and different is forbidden and your box is small and tidy. People are free to 
ban books in their own homes. These homes proudly display welcome mats in 
front of their doors, but in fact welcome no one. They use the false fear for their 
children to exert control over others.” 

Lists of to-be-banned books include classics and any of the spate of Young 
Adult books dealing with non-whites, queerness of any color, and local or world 
histories that may make (white) children uncomfortable. Young Frank, dying 
starving and typhus-ridden, was no doubt “uncomfortable.” 

But others are taking notice, and taking action. Ryan Higgins, owner of 
Comic Conspiracy in Sunnyvale, CA, has offered to send Maus free to anyone 
in Tennessee’s banned district who requests it. It’s on the top of Amazon’s best- 
seller list, and, best of all, youngsters themselves are involved. 

Teens like eighth-grader Joslyn Diffenbaugh, of Kutztown, PA, are making 
a difference. She created the Teen Banned Book Club whose first meeting at 
the Firefly Bookstore drew participants from grades 7 — 11. “I wanted to make 
sure teens have access to books that they can personally relate to or have inter- 
est in, and not to let groups in our community dictate what we can or cannot 
read,” Diffenbaugh told a reporter. 

In The Once and Future King, TH. White’s Merlin counseled the adolescent 
Arthur, “The best thing for being sad is to learn something ... That is the only 
thing which the mind can never exhaust, never alienate, never be tortured by, 
never fear or distrust, and never dream of regretting.” 

And, Merlin enticed, “Look what a lot of things there are to learn.” E 
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OUR SCENE | COMING ATTRACTIONS 


A Look At Winter Arts Offerings 


BRETT BURGER 


With the Minnesota winter soldiering on 
relentlessly, many of us are still hibernating. 
I, however, have continued seeing theatre de- 
spite the many cancellations due to the rising 
Covid variant. So for this year’s arts issue I’m 
going to do a hybrid of upcoming theatre pro- 
ductions to see, streaming shows and movies, 
and some things that I’m particularly excited 
about. 


THEATRE 


FOOTLOOSE 


February 4 - September 24 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
chanhassendt.com/footloose/ 


A story that every generation knows— 
whether you’ve watched the original movie, 
a recent adaptation, or your favorite theatre 
producing this show—we all know Footloose. 
When a young teenager, Ren, moves from city 
living in Chicago to a small farm town, he’s 
prepared for the inevitable adjustment period 
at his new high school. However, he isn’t pre- 
pared for the strict rules that this town has set 
by the local preacher, which includes a ban on 
dancing. When Ren meets Ariel, the rebellious 
daughter of the preacher, he soon realizes may- 
be this town isn’t so bad. 


WAITRESS 

March 8 - 13 

Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Ordway.org/events/waitress 


A musical that needs no introduction by 
anyone who has paid even a second’s worth of 
attention to the Broadway scene, Waitress—the 
musical by singer-songwriter Sara Bareilles— 
is back in the Twin Cities. This time appearing 
at the Ordway Center for the Performing arts 
in St. Paul, this musical is the powerful story 
about a hardworking woman who faces mul- 
tiple life-changing crises, one after another. It’s 
a story of reliance, hope and courage. A must- 
see show. 


LITTLE WOMEN 

June 3 - 26 

Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
www.Lyricarts.org/little-women 


This show isn’t coming until summer, how- 
ever I have to give it a shout-out because it’s not 
often it gets done. A phenomenal coming-of- 
age story about the perseverance of four young 
women. Each one has their own path to life and 
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adulthood, and after the riveting recent 2019 
adaption, it’s a story that I’m so glad is being 
told again. Lyric Arts also is the perfect venue 
for this intimate experience. I can’t wait to see 
who is cast as Jo. 


CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
FOR STREAMING 
ARCANE 
Netflix 


Whether youre a fan of the Riot game 
League of Legends or not, the animated show 
Arcane is and remains to be one of the best 
things I’ve watched in the last year. The show 
is steeped in League lore, but again, if you’re 
unfamiliar that doesn’t harm your experience 
with the show. Amid the brewing war between 
Piltover and Zaun, two sisters fight on rival 
sides of a battle between magical technologies 
and clashing convictions. For an animated sto- 
ry the characters have such an element of real- 
ism and fresh air to them. They are so three- 
dimensional, the animation style is unique, and 
the music slaps. I can’t recommend this show 
enough. 


Photo by Dan Norman;.2022 


THE REAL HOUSEWIVES OF.... 
PICK A CITY? 


Hulu, Bravo, Netflix 

Sometimes you just need some good ol’ 
trashy reality TV to have in the background 
while you cook and clean. For me that recently 
has been The Real Housewives. I’ve been fly- 
ing through Beverly Hills recently because 
nearly all of them are on Hulu currently. Vari- 
ous franchises are scattered across nearly all 
the streaming platforms, but a large majority of 
them reside on Hulu—or all of them on Bravo. 
Looking for my recommendation? Watch Salt 
Lake City (the most recent and new franchise) 
or Beverly Hills (one of the most iconic). 


COMING SOON... 


DOCTOR STRANGE: THE 
MULTIVERSE OF MADNESS 


Theaters 
Release Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 

This one is a bit of “Coming Soon...” and 
“Streaming Now...” because you'll want to 
catch up on all things Marvel before starting 


Continue on page 12 
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STAND IN 


PRINCE’S 
CUSTOM SHOES 


TICKETS AT 
PAISLEYPARK.COM 


COME VISIT 
PAISLEY PARK 


Paisley Park is Prince’s home and creative studio. 
Paisley Park is host to concerts, films, and dance parties. 
Paisley Park can host your next special event! 
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OUR SCENE | COMING ATTRACTIONS 
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\| 
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MUSICAL 


A BROADWAY 


this movie. Yes. That includes all four phases 
of the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Now listen, 
I’m not a big comic book guy. I don’t know the 
long standing history of every marvel charac- 
ter, but I can tell you that regardless the MCU 


IRES 


BAKED F 


afè 


ROM THE HEART 


is a well-crafted cinematic masterpiece. Wheth- 
er you're watching a standalone film or a mash- 
up like The Avengers, they all tie together so 
well and I’m thrilled for this next installment. 
Mainly because it will be starring my girl Eliza- 


beth Olson as the incredible Wanda Maximoff 
a.k.a the Scarlett Witch. 


THE DROPOUT 
Hulu 
Thursday, March 3, 2022 

The story of Elizabeth Holmes is one that 
has captivated me since a friend of mine spoke 
of her a few years ago. Holmes is the now dis- 
credited former CEO of Theranos, which was 
a failed blood testing startup. She claimed 
that this machine could do numerous tests... 
simply with one drop of blood. Now she was 
recently found guilty on four of the 11 charges 
she was charged with and could serve up to 20 
years in prison. The Hulu show will retell this 
story with Amanda Seyfried (Mamma Mia) as 
Holmes. My question is: Will Seyfried do the 
infamously fake low voice that Holmes puts on? 

Want to catch up on this story and look at 
it on a deeper level? Then be sure to check out 
the 2019 HBO documentary The Inventor, the 
2019 podcast The Dropout, or the 2018 nonfic- 
tion bestseller Bad Blood—all telling the story 
from different angles and perspectives. ll 


NATIVE AMERICAN ART & GIFTS 


: x. 


NATIVE ARTWORK « JEWELRY + BLANKETS + WILD RICE & GIFTS 
www.northlandvisions.com 


U MINNESOTA'S 


| 


À 861 East Hennepin Ave, Mpls, MN + 612-872-0390 » Tues-F 10-5:30PM Sat 10-5PM 
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Elizabeth Cloutier 


PFLAG Member 
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Puerto Vallarta 


The Perfect Beach Awaits 


CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS BY LYDIA W. PRUETT 


AAT AAV YY 


If life’s a beach, then live it on the best one. That would be the sandy 
shores of Puerto Vallarta—the gay capitol of North America (if not 
the universe). The only order of business is to don your Speedo and 
sunscreen and head for a stroll along the Malecon—the wondrous, mile- 
plus boardwalk, where people-watching serves as an Olympic sport. 
The promenade is punctuated by a changing cast of families joining dog- 
walkers and tourists for a leisurely stroll in the balmy breeze. Pelicans 
patrol below a sky that’s perpetually cloudless, dressed in robin egg 
blue. Palms reach for the sky and offer blessed shade while ogling the 
menus of the clubs and cafes that line the sand. Yes, the margaritas are 
chilled to perfection. Plenty of cerveza, too. Stick around to watch the 
sky light up with nightly fireworks. 

Midway along the boulevard, you'll spot Puerto Vallarta’s iconic 
city symbol: the charming little church of Our Lady of Guadalupe, all 
sparkling white and gleaming gold, rising to a steeple topped with a silver 
crown. Her western wall flanks the fringes of the city’s gallery district— 
always good for a gander, but at its best on the Wednesday evening art 
crawls November to June (maps available). Best of the bunch: Colectika, 
with a collection that honors traditional Indigenous works seldom seen 
amid the plentiful dreamy nudes. On a side street, we were thrilled to 
come upon a mural dedicated to George Floyd. 

Stroll the sands in the opposite direction to embrace the more lively 
sidewalk hustle in Old Town (also called the Zona Romantica, and home 
to Boys’ Town). Craftworks here—home accessories, jewelry, hats and 
clothing—are more likely to be the kind you'll treasure—peppered, of 
course, with shops for punchline t-shirts and ever-present farmacias (which, 
should Montezuma exact his revenge, you’re welcome). Ask directions 


Continue on page 16 
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LES JONES ROOFING 
Quality That Lasts 


Our 40th Year In Business 


952-881-2241 


www.lesjonesroofing.com 
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SPINNING 100% LATIN BEATS 


®/GayNineties [EL Je! 
408 S. Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | Gay90s.com | 612.333.7755 
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OUR SCENE | TRAVEL 


to the musty antiques store, where you can lose yourself among primitive 
masks, rusting ironwork, art of the Conquistadors, and more. Credit cards 
are not universally accepted, so inquire before you shop or dine. 

Trace your steps to Tile Park, a nearby square bordered in public 
benches, which local artists have ingeniously glammed up with sparkling 
tiles. Saturdays, the square hosts a Farmers Market. On its border, you'll 
spot an English bookstore/coffeehouse. Nearby, Twisted Palms—a 
second-floor open-air bar in Plaza Romy—lures gringos with its happy 
hour specials. 

Happy hour also reigns at the top of the Pinnacle building—reached 
by a creaky funicular—where Sky Bar offers postcard-ready sunset 
panoramas of the city. Back below it in Old Town, Taco Revolution 
provides dozens of variations of its namesake. (Go for the mushroom 
version. Or the stuffed poblanos.) Oh, you seek sunset watching right 
on the sands of the beach? El Barracuda to the rescue, where dinner 
segues from seafood tacos to seviche, a whole snapper or hearty tuna 
steak. Okay, hamburguesas too. 

If, like me, you harbor a taco fetish, sign on for a Signature Taco Tour 
($55; vallartaeats.com) with nine offbeat, curated stops in Old Town. We 
began our feast at Birria Ricky with beef tacos and a cup of consommé, 
then on to Marisma’s fish tacos. We devoured tortillas fresh off the press 
in the municipal market, followed by an overflow of tasty variations along 
the route, climaxing in a tasty seafood chile relleno. Stops for fruity ice 
pops and caramelized candies completed the four-hour gastro-trek. 

And that’s just a few of the offbeat treasures unearthed in the well- 
traveled Old Town. To explore beyond its continually crowded, jubilantly 
noisy streets, I bedded down northwest of the main drag in a residential 
neighborhood called Versalles. It’s a long-ish walk, half-hour bus or Uber 
ride from the Malecón, dotted with low-rise condos, local businesses 
and small, alluring cafes—cafes like Noah’s, where breakfast offerings 
starred all the usual suspects, from chilaquiles to huevos rancheros 
enjoyed open-air. As we sipped our fresh-squeezed orange juice, we 
spied a vendor pushing his wheelbarrow of bright strawberries down 
the sidewalk. Breakfast at nearby Cha was savored in a small, bright, 
contempo setting; you'll spot it by the line out the door. Or head to a 
family-run, two-table operation like Deli Patricia for more of the same. 

Versalles sports plenty of dinner options too, ranging from cheesy 
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Top Gay Bars in 
the Old Town 


One Six One: newest; living-room lounge, live music, a 
two-level rooftop 

Industry: largest club, with go-go dancers, huge dance 
floor and catwalk 

Paco’s Ranch: liveliest hangout; happy hour 10 PM-12 AM 
La Noche: drag queens, go-go boys, three bars, rooftop 
views 

CC Slaughter: open until early morning; happy hour 6-11 
PM 

Spartacus: sauna, bathhouse, four floors, pool and palapa 
Rhino: dedicated to British Royal Family fans 

Mr. Flamingo: ideal for mingling 

Gay Beach: south of Los Muertos Pier 

Vallarta Pride: May 23 - 30, 2022. For info: GAYPV.com 


quesadillas at Sandra’s and a comfort bowl of tortilla soup at Natureza 
to the elegant creative Nuevo Mexican fare at Barrio Bistro, in a gar- 
denlike setting with Frida-type murals framing its walls. Make this your 
splurge meal, starting, perhaps, with a cool beet and avocado soup; 
deep-fried flauta flutes filled with Peking duck; or scallops lounging on 
chicharron gorditas and lashed with peanut pesto. On to main dishes 
that gallop from chicken stuffed with blue cheese and berries, mush- 
rooms and essence of fois gras, to lamb shank stewed with seven chil- 
ies or garlic shrimp with guajillo peppers, ashes (!) and lemon. Mucho 
gusto, indeed! 

Puerto Vallarta is a four-hour nonstop flight from MSP. You need no 
Covid vaccination proof to leave our country, but to re-enter, a Covid test 
the day ahead is mandatory ($25, with same-day results). fl 
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Teasing Is Believing 


Burlesque Performer Tre’ Da Marc 
Shows That Less is More 


TERRANCE GRIEP 


“T have been using the art of the tease to entertain national and in- 
ternational audiences for over ten years,” proclaims Tre’ Da Marc. Hap- 
pily, the teasing in which the proud son of Minneapolis engages isn’t 
that of a schoolyard bully mocking his victim’s weight and myopia while 
extorting his lunch money—quite the opposite. In fact, Da Marc’s ever- 
growing fan base would be disappointed if they weren’t treated to his 
particular brand of tease. 

Tre’ Da Marc is a rising star on the burlesque circuit; there he is 
known as Chocolate Drop That Won’t Stop. Nice work, if you can get it. 

As for burlesque, it’s...well, its the movie, Cabaret, only without 
the hedonistic millionaire. Oh, and without the fetching Nazis, too— 
burlesque is 1,000% Nazi-free, guaranteed. Burlesque is a neverending 
story, a tale (and sometimes a tail) where Conceal and Reveal fight 
it out under the bright lights, Reveal eventually winning the night. 
Burlesque is not just that, though—burlesque is a scene; it’s a life- 
style; in its gaudiest moments, it’s a feather-and-lace movement. 

Of course, Tre’ Da Marc’s stylized teases revolve 
around a theme of Putting It On as often as they do 
with Taking It Off, since he further describes him- 
self as a “burlesque performing artist/cosplayer/ 
model based here in the Twin Cities.” 

Burlesque casts a unique allure, though, over 
both the audience and for the artist. “I enjoy being 
a burlesque performer because it makes me feel like 
I’m a super-hero,” Da Marc expounds. “I get to trans- 
form in a persona and make people feel good about their 
life in that moment we share on stage. That energy and 
passion is what fuels my heart and soul and 
drew me into the lifestyle of burlesque.” 

Like all the best super heroes, Da 
Mare came to his quixotic alter 
ego via the fickle finger of fate— 
that is, his stage name was be- 
queathed to him by fellow per- 
formers, “right after my debut 
at Nudie Nubies.” He continues, 
“There weren’t that many Black 
burlesque performers on the cir- 
cuit in the United States, let alone 
Minnesota at that time, especially 
male-identifying burlesque art- 
ists. They described that with my 
art style there could only be one 
of me and that my signature style 
should be trademarked.” 

Unlike most super heroes, 
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whatever powers Da Marc displays on stage are the result not of a freak 
accident but of intense intention. This intention first manifests with the 
selection of a soundtrack for any given performance. “I listen to my mu- 
sic on repeat constantly,” Da Marc reveals. “I study musicality and/or 
the lyrics of the song. I listen first to understand the tone and emotion 
it portrays and if I can stand to listen to it on repeat for hours and not 
hate it.” 

Once the tune is internalized on an intellectual and emotional level, 
Da Marc’s body comes into play. “I choreograph my routine to feel natu- 
ral, and good for my body,” Da Marc says. “I really try to harmonize my 

costume, music and choreography together to create a vibe and 
a surprise for my audience members.” 

The artist’s focus then moves beyond his own body 

to the bodies that will bear witness to his performance. 

“Tt’s all about the energy of a song or costume concept 

that moves me to create acts for the stage,” Da Marc 

insists. “Typically, it ranges from what makes me feel 

good or sexy to what empowers or makes me feel pres- 
ent in that moment. I like that in burlesque I convey 
what I’m feeling to the audience without saying a word 
by using my body and costumes to paint a visual picture 
for everyone to enjoy.” 

Despite these meticulous preparations, once Da Marc 
is doing his thang onstage he can be met by the unex- 
pected, but that’s a collision that Da Marc welcomes. “I 

love improvising on the beat!” Da Marc gladly confesses. 
“Improv is one of the strongest tools in my performer tool- 
box.” 

In those unscripted moments, the en- 
tertainer becomes the entertained. Ob- 
serves Da Marc, “It’s really fun to 
see what my brain and body come 
up with when I improvise during a 
show, and then try to incorporate 
that improvisation into my already 
existing performance vernacular.” 

Sometimes, Da Marc's art 
bridges the gap between improvi- 
sation and inspiration. “The won- 
derful thing about burlesque is 

that its made for Every Body,” 

the artist assures. “All body 
types—and this includes disabled 
bodies; I myself have hearing 
loss in my left ear—should be 
represented on stage. Seeing 
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that type of representation may help some people heal and feel good 
about their own body, and relieve some of the pressures of societal 
norms put upon them.” 

And other times, that inspiration gyrates like a tassel, spinning from 
performer to audience and back again. “I was pleasantly surprised to 
learn how big the burlesque community truly is,” Da Marc reckons. 
“There are performers from all over the globe, not just the United States. 
I never really heard or knew about burlesque until I became a performer 
and now I’ve met, visited and performed with so many people from all 
different walks of life all over the world!” 

Despite his best efforts to preemptively dispel them, Da Marc often 
finds his way obstructed by stereotypes that originate from the most 
exasperating of sources. “I feel that the biggest misconception in the 
arts industry is that burlesque performers are not being recognized as 
legitimate artists,” he laments. “We would love to work in more theaters 
and venues especially when there’s such a need for art all over the world. 
We study and put so much work and ingenuity into our craft and we just 
want to share with the world and be paid for our art.” 

That art is no light switch, to be flipped on and off at will—some- 
times, Da Marc’s art sashays into his life away from the limelight. “My 
stage persona helps me overcome some of life’s curveballs by tapping 
into the confidence Tre’ has,” he says. “I use it to overcome my anxiety 
and work towards a better version of myself. Becoming a burlesque per- 
former taught me how to love myself more, and offered a bit of an escape 


from the pressures of my life at the time living from couch to couch.” 

Da Marc has freely given everything to his art form...but in recent 
years, he has received no small return on that long bestowal. “In the past, 
I felt I made a lot of sacrifices when trying to juggle my hectic personal, 
performance and work life early in my burlesque career,” the artist con- 
cludes. “I feel like I missed out on a lot of experiences and memories with 
loved ones because of all of the traveling and events I was performing in. 
Now I feel I have found the balance to truly enjoy what I do and ensure all 
the important moments in all aspects of my life count.” E 


www.tredamarc.com 
tredamarclagmail.com 
www.twittercom/tredamarc 
www.facebook.com/TreDaMarc 
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Dark Bunny 


We Only Come 
Out at Night 


ANDREW STARK | PHOTOS BY BRIDGET COLLINS 


Dark Bunny is a vibe. Their music stings like a hit of nostal- 
gia, sweeping, lush, hazy, filled with epic flourishes and mood; 
introspective jams for the lovesick, -lorn, -less. Think Cocteau 
Twins, My Bloody Valentine—something beyond flimsy de- 
scriptors: Mazzy Star sharing a rehearsal space with Tamaryn 
and something else is born, a melting together of sound, style, 
that could easily soundtrack any city-lights-bleeding-across- 
the-windshield-of-an-idling-taxi-cab dénouement. Local singer- 
songwriter Emily Youel’s vocals are deceptive—restrained at 
times, perhaps, on tracks like “blur,” which then bloom and 
swell into an emotional gut punch. Enter, nostalgia—that line 
connecting the head to the heart plucked like a guitar string, 
and there’s a ton of reverb. 5 

And so we try to understand this music, to shoehorn it into 
a familiar genre: Bedroom Pop? Shoegaze? Freak Folk? Any of | 


the threadbare catchalls like Indie or Alternative Rock? Or is 7 
K 
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it something different, a sound so deeply personal that it cannot be con- 
tained—its exclusively Dark Bunny, the thoughts and feelings of Emily 
Vouel set to music. The result? Sensitive, powerful stuff. 

We recently caught up with Youel in Uptown to talk mindfulness, 
inspiration and Dark Bunny’s eponymous debut. 


When did you get into music? 

I’ve always been drawn to and inspired by music. Even as a really 
young kid, I was determined to make music. I remember my parents 
took me to a production of The Lion King on Broadway, and I got the CD 
and learned all the parts. [laughs] Since then, I was doing theater for a 
while, choir, but I always wanted to know how to create music myself. I 
started a little bit in college, but post-college I really focused on it. 


What'd you go to school for? 
Music Education [which Youel teaches, by day, to K — 5]. So, in my 


free time I’d sit and practice writing songs. But college is so busy, you 
know? 


What was the trajectory from college to what you're doing 
now? 

My college experience informed a lot of where I could go, post- 
college. In college, I was making all these connections with some of 
my best friends now, who are in the music scene, and we’d just, like, sit 
outside by bonfires and sing all night. Like every night. Then I started 
going to the festivals they were playing, and just feeling like I really 
wanted to start sharing my songs and my voice with people. So I just 
started to go for it and focus on it, because I finally had the time. And 
I was like, If I’m not gonna do this now, then it’s never gonna happen. 

I tried being in a musical after college. I was like, Is this what 
I want to do? But no, my interest is in writing music. Not that I don’t 
enjoy performing in musicals—I think it’s fun. But I enjoy the artistic 
experience of creating the music. 


Can you talk a little about your influences? 

I love Mazzy Star. Last winter, I was on a kick of Mazzy Star, and I was 
like, This is the best music. I love the blend of Americana and shoegaze. 
My Bloody Valentine is another influence—Loveless just had its 30th 
anniversary. 


What do you like to do when you're not working on music? 

I love getting outside. I love getting out of Minneapolis and going 
to small towns, going on hikes. I love to skateboard, so everyday after 
school I try to skate around the lake. Either skating or running. 


This has become an increasingly less hokey question, but 
what is your sign? 
I’m a Virgo. I could go on and tell you the other ones. 


Go ahead. 

I have a Cancer moon and a Leo rising. So Virgo sun: that’s saying 
I’m very just-so about everything, and I’m very detailed. Very organized 
with things that I care about, but not with things that I don’t. Like my 
[driver’s] license getting renewed [note: we were turned away from 
the previous bar because Emily’s license was expired, and so we find 
a table next door, at a considerably louder bar; listening back, Mariah 
Carey’s “Fantasy” grades loudly into something bombastic by the Bee 
Gees, etc., and the din of surrounding conversations present their own 
challenges, interview-transcribing-wise]—I’m like, It’ll happen. [laughs] 
Leo rising means that...well...it basically means you like attention. And 
then Cancer moon: they’re known to be very emotional. 


And very intuitive, right? 

Yeah. I feel that. It makes a lot of sense to me. And whether or not 
it’s real, or if it has to do with manifesting this reality for yourself after 
reading, like, What is a Virgo? Oh, they’re organized. Well I should try 
to be more organized then. But of course Virgos can be perfectionists— 
being a perfectionist definitely has its downsides. 
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What's next for Dark Bunny? 

We’re working on putting out a few more singles over the next couple 
months, and we have a record that’s planned to come out on Valentine’s 
Day. Aside from that, we’re working on booking shows. There are a 
couple of potential festival dates, for Midwest festivals, and some shows 
around town. 

Yeah, very excited about the songs. I’ve been kind of sitting on them 
and thinking up arrangements for a while, so I’m really excited about 
them. 


In a world of social media—and now the metaverse—how do 
you find peace? 

I never want to run my life by social media. It’s so sad. Because 
sometimes I do get too invested in it for a minute, and when I start to 
notice that, I disconnect for a bit. And I just feel happier. 

Finding peace was a huge process for me, like, 2020, 2021. I didn’t 
really have a big relationship with it until I was forced to be alone for 
a long time. And that was a really good experience for me, because I 
learned about all these things I could do to make myself feel calm and 
complete. You know, meditation is an everyday thing. I have a morning 
ritual that I try to follow as best I can, which is a mixture of meditating 
and reading and moving and journaling. In the beginning, when I started 
doing this, it felt like I was reaching for those four things. But now I find 
myself falling back onto them, because they’re things that I need—like 
drinking water. 


Where do you find musical inspiration? 

It comes a lot from listening to music that really captures me. I get 
obsessed with songs, and then I’m like, Okay, why do I love this song 
so much? And picking that apart, as well as drawing from personal 
experiences. It comes a lot from feeling experiences, and then trying 
to emulate how that feels in music. I really love, and try to draw from, 
this juxtaposition of sweetness and aggression in my music. I tend to get 
obsessed with things that sound sweet but have this darkness to them. 

Catch Dark Bunny, dropping Valentine’s Day, on your desired 
platform. i 
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Filmmaker Connor O Keefe 
A Cinematic Exploration of Transness 


ASHLEY BERNING | PHOTOS COURTESY OF CONNOR O'KEEFE 


Connor O’Keefe is a 24-year-old filmmaker who grew up in Minneapo- 
lis and is currently studying in California. His short documentary, Imag- 
ine a Body, is on the film festival circuit this year and will be available to 
watch online via the New Yorker in June. It’s an honest exploration of 
the transmasc experience, focusing on the spiritual side of transness: the 
personal growth, the community support, the mind-body connection. We 
connected with him to speak about his experience as a trans man, and 
how that has influenced his work. 


How did you first get into film? 

I love the way that filmmaking is a little bit of every other medium. And 
that’s how I got started with it—I was a YouTube kid, so for me, filmmaking 
started as a conversation. It was a collaboration. It was me making videos on- 
line when I was 12, talking about my transness, and then having a conversa- 
tion with somebody else who is trans. That’s what filmmaking started as for 
me: a one-to-one conversation. As I’m starting to learn more about film as a 
medium and a discipline, it’s different from online video, but they’re coming 
together. I’m going to make this and then someone will watch it and hope- 
fully we can have a conversation about it. That’s always been the core for me. 


There is a lot of nature imagery in this film. Why trees, why 
the forest? What significance does that have? 

When I first envisioned the film, I wanted to create the experience of 
sitting in an open field, surrounded by trans men, hearing their experi- 
ences, their stories, and really replicate my experience of group therapy 
as a young person, of connecting with other queer people. I had these 
ideas I wanted to explore; I knew imagery of nature, of trees specifically, 
I love the idea that wood can bend, that there’s fluidity there, so that was 
the starting point. 

One of the things I want to challenge is our constant medicalization 
of transness. I wanted to provide a resource for people who wanted to 
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be taking certain medical steps while also questioning the way that we 
look at the medical side of transness. So, how can I take testosterone 
and look at it more spiritually, like how do you grow as a person, what 
do you learn about yourself that isn’t just your physical body changing? 
Locating the dialogue in this natural space hopefully can take the viewer 
out of the experience that a trans person is sitting in a doctor’s office 
somewhere, injecting hormones. It’s much richer and more interesting, 
frankly, than that. 


How have aga experiences as a trans man shaped your 
views on the mind-body connection? 

Being trans is a very central part of my experience and how I view 
the world. I feel like transness is articulated as this way of getting out of 
the body, or getting away from the body, which might be true for a lot of 
people, but for me, my transness was much more about coming into my 
body and really about getting comfortable in that space; and as my body 
changed, learning to accept that change. That was the feeling I wanted to 
explore, and interview other guys to see if they had similar experiences 
or different experiences. 

Part of taking hormones is the added awareness. It’s not just that I’m 
experiencing puberty because my body is aging and growing, it’s that 
I’m experiencing puberty and I’m an active participant in that. So that 


added awareness got me into my body. And 
I think there is a lot of wisdom to that experi- 
ence that I think everybody, trans or not, can 
learn from. There is wisdom in asking how we 
really check into our bodies, how we listen to 
our bodies, and for me, and I think for a lot of 
the guys I talked to, hormones taught us a lot 
about that. 


What do you hope the audience takes 
from this film? 

If you can remember one thing somebody 
said [in the film] that is connecting with you 
in some way, or conflicting with you in some 
way, that is a success for me—because you're 
thinking about it. And hopefully you’re able 
to hear the reflections of all these different 
guys and connect a little bit with something in 
yourself. Or, if you’re not trans or queer, think 
about a trans or queer person that you love, 
and how that may or may not relate to their 
experience. It is more of a conversation starter 
than a conversation with a period. There’s a 
colon or comma there, and that is the hope, 
that this will be a process of expansion. 

To learn more about Connor O’Keefe, 
check out ConnorLeeOk.us, and catch Imagine 
a Body when it drops on the New Yorker Docu- 
mentary Video Series at NewYorker.com. ff 
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Dwayne Ratleff 
A Gay Child Seeks His Inner Rhythm 


E.B. BOATNER | PHOTO COURTESY OF DWAYNE RATLEFF 


Dancing to the Lyrics, Dwayne A. Ratleff’s first 
book, is narrated by Grant, a gay Black five-year- 
old, who has just moved with his two younger sis- 
ters and mother to Baltimore to join a new husband 
and stepdad. The mid-60s were turbulent times for 
both the city and the country; drugs, murder, racial 
tensions. Baltimore was a city on the edge. 

The child narrator cannot not fully comprehend 
the greater tides of change, but he is a sensitive, 
curious boy who knows he’s different. He is attuned 
to others’ moods and wary of the darkness at home. 
His first response to the new “Dad” was, “On some 
level I knew there were two people inside Mr. Ket- 
chum, and one of them is mean,” and is quickly af- 
firmed when Ketchum savagely assaults his wife, 
Grant’s mother, initiating a calculated cycle of work- 
drink-abuse. 

As Grant narrates his story, author Ratleff in- 
terprets and clarifies Grant’s comments, enhancing 
without overshadowing the child. Grant’s ignorance 
(the Earth is flat; “Do you have a day called Sun- 
day in Baltimore?”) stems from a lack of access to 
information, adequate vocabulary or historical context, while his assess- 
ments of those around him portend a keen, nuanced intelligence. Grant 
attends school, and as a counterpoint to ongoing domestic violence, vis- 
its and learns from an assortment of unique, free-range adults; blind, 
elderly Mr. Willy, Miss Penny Pile, Aunt Porch and others. He listens, 
learns, and discovers who he does not want to be as a man: his father. 

A dissonant leitmotif throughout the book are Grant’s comments that 
he can neither read nor write; not even at the end of the narrative when 
he, now 10, his sisters and mother leave Baltimore and move north to 
his maternal grandparents’ home in Connecticut. And nor could Ratleff, 
at that age; his life is basically Grant’s. How the writer evolved from a 
held-back, illiterate Special Ed student to an award-winning author was 
the subject of this recent interview. 

Some have listed the book as a novel, but it is at its heart a memoir. 
“In reality,” explains Ratleff, “the book is probably over 95% true. Only 
the parts where my memories fail me are fictions. For the most part, 
those are small. The big things you never forget.” Some of the key char- 
acters influencing Grant were conflated; “Mr. Willy, Miss Penny Pile and 
my Aunt Porch are amalgams. Their actions were real ... As a general 
rule, I don’t like a book that has too many characters for me to follow, so 
I combined real individuals to make a smaller cast of characters. Each of 
these characters is a combination of two.” 

An obvious question is why was this now articulate author ever a Spe- 
cial Education student? Why was he not helped long before he reached 
the fifth grade? “I didn’t have one of the seven types of learning disabili- 
ties,” Ratleff notes. “I was a late bloomer in a segregated, understaffed 
school system. Like so many, I just fell through the cracks. 
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“Instead of learning to read, I tried to hide 
the fact as much as possible. I think kids’ first 
instinct is to hide from disapproval and some 
become very good at it. 

“I had to repeat 4th grade and [in Connecti- 
cut] was put in Special Education along with my 
sisters. The class was in the basement/boiler 
room. Back then, they didn’t have a dedicated 
classroom for Special Ed. As a matter fact, I be- 
lieve Connecticut was the first state to address 
that issue. “At first, Special Ed. didn’t really help 
me at all. They weren't addressing the main is- 
sue, which was why I didn’t want to read: I saw 
no point expending all that energy for some- 
thing I didn’t think was useful.” 

Realistically, how could Ratleff and so many 
other children who had never had access to 
books, or whose efforts were concentrated on 
avoiding daily domestic violence, ever have 

time or energy to consider the printed word? 
“There were no books in our house until I was 
11,” he says. “My grandfather worked for a 
wealthy man in Litchfield who gave us a bookcase full of books. It was 
put in my room. It was perfect timing. 

“It was also the last two weeks of fifth grade. Because that particular 
year was really hot, our teachers would make us put our heads down on 
our desks, then would turn off the light and read to us. The book was 
Charlotte’s Web. At the end of the hour I wanted more but [due to some 
troublemakers] the teacher said if we misbehaved, she wouldn’t read to 
us. Unbeknownst to her, I went around to all the troublemakers in the 
class and told them I would meet them after school if they misbehaved. 
I was a bully for literature! Not a proud moment, but I did not want to 
miss out. That’s when it dawned on me that I couldn’t be dependent on 
others to read for me. There were whole worlds in books and I wanted 
to explore those worlds. 

“I had to go to summer school that year. But I now had a purpose. 
Although I would remain in Special Ed for a good portion of sixth 
grade, I leaped ahead of the other kids as far as reading. By the end of 
the sixth grade, ld progressed enough to start reading Hamlet, Taras 
Bulba, The Picture of Dorian Gray and The Odyssey, that were in that 
donated book case.” 

One incentive to write Dancing to the Lyrics was to show other Special 
Ed students what they could achieve. He had another as well: “When I 
starting writing, I wanted to give Grant the child an adult explanation 
for the things he experienced. When I was a child I always hoped that 
the future me would come back to me in a dream and tell me everything 
would be all right. My book was me telling the young Grant everything 
would turn out wonderfully. Once in a while, I still need to remind the 
child within of this fact.” 


Dwayne A. Ratleff 
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KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY 
INTEGRITY LAKES 


237 ASHLEY ROAD 
HOPKINS, MN 55434 
4 bed | 3 bath | 2 car | 3650 sqft 


Mid-Century living at its finest with classic 
curb appeal suited perfectly to this era of 
home! The bright formal entry way welcomes 
you to a spacious living room with stone 
encased gas fireplace, formal dining space and 
fantastic kitchen with gorgeous backyard 
views. 


Nestled on a beautiful 3/4 acre lot in the 
highly-desired Hopkins Interlachen Park 
Neighborhood. Enjoy incredible outdoor 
spaces, cheerful sunroom, large deck and a 
lushly landscaped, fully fenced yard with 
mature trees and great privacy. 


Main level also includes private owner's suite 
and original wood paneled library. Lower level 
walk-out offers great flexibility with option 
for multi-generational living with second full 
kitchen. 


Please contact us for floorplans, home 
highlights and many more details of this 
one-of-a kind offering! 


Ratleff’s stepfather also moved north. “He would be in our lives for another six years. Twenty 
years after that, I took my stepfather out to lunch. As cruel as he had been, I thanked him for the 
good he did for me. I am not in denial. He was the fire that turned me into iron; an example of 
what I didn’t want to become. He was a negative influence that I turned into a positive.” 

The book is filled with richness, warmth, terror, hope and vivid details; Grant and his sisters 
dressing in their Easter best to watch Dr. King’s funeral service on TV. Describing the creative 
process he shares, “I didn’t write or put it together,” he recalls, “I untangled old memories and 
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gave chaos structure. Then put it on paper. PRIVATE TOUR! 
“The biggest problem was how to categorize the book. It is obviously a memoir, but I had Katey Bean | Realtor®| CEO | GRI 
to give the living plausible deniability. I also labeled it as fiction because a few of the characters 612-237-9224 


were amalgams. When interviewed on the radio, I was questioned about my choice on this Katey@KateyBean.com 
matter. My response at the time was that my book is trans-genre. I think I will stick with that.” E Re aw 
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OUR SCENE | POETRY FEATURE 


Nicky Beer 


Must We Become the Pitiless Censors 


of Ourselves? 


CONLAN CARTER | PHOTOS BY “DUSTIN MOON VISUALS” 


In many ways, the modern audience has 
grown accustomed to trusting in lies. We’ve 
been suspending our disbelief to enjoy an eve- 
ning of theatre for millennia—whether we’re 
witnessing Medea fly away on a chariot pulled 
by dragons or turning a blind eye to slapdash 
producorial edit in the latest episode of Drag 
Race. What matters to a modern audience is less 
about the verisimilitude of the show and more 
the emotion of the moment, and, in the right 
light, an illusion can feel as true as anything. 

Nicky Beer’s latest poetry collection, Real 
Phonies and Genuine Fakes, explores the trans- 
formative and necessary power of illusion. This 
third collection follows Beer’s 2015 book, The 
Octopus Game, which examines the fluid and 
elusive sea creature, among other things. Real 
Phonies is a continuation of the idea that sub- 
terfuge and fakery exists in the real and natural 
world, but unlike our cephalopod counterpart, 
we obtain our disguises from this world and 
splice them into our identities. “Octopuses are 
masters of camouflage,” Beer explains, “so cam- 
ouflage and illusion were something that I was 
very interested in in [The Octopus Game], and I 
realized . .. I wanted to keep exploring concepts 
of deception and illusion.” Fans of Beer’s poetry 
will note some significant continuity between 
the two works—Marlene Deitrich appears in 
both, for example—as Beer moves us from the 
seafloor to the mainstage. 

In Real Phonies, Beer immediately pulls 
readers into an amusement park of masquerade (the first poem entitled 
“Drag Day at Dollywood” is flush with the fabulous and claustrophobic 
language of impersonation). What follows is a tour of the funhouse, fea- 
turing such notable characters as Dolly Parton, Marlene Deitrich, Bat- 
man, and, briefly, David Bowie. We’re invited to marvel at these people 
and the masks they wear in one space, and directed to consider our own 
masks in the next. Much like gazing into a funhouse mirror, Beer’s po- 
etry is as equally fascinated with artifice as it is the distorted person 
underneath it, and readers are often asked to consider these two—i.e., 
the mask and the person underneath—in conversation. 

Because, from Beer’s perspective, our real selves are connected 
deeply with a myriad of false faces we employ, sometimes subconscious- 
ly, in order to live. In the same way that we choose to believe Dolly Par- 
ton’s iconic hair is her own, we have learned to put some trust in certain 
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falsehoods for our own sakes. When asked if there is such a thing as 
a “trustworthy illusion,” Beer excitedly replies that Real Phonies is an 
endeavor to examine “our relationship with fakery and illusion, and in- 
cluding, I think, selfdeception. What’s the degree to which we come to 
depend on or trust lies that we tell ourselves aboutourselves? And how 
do we depend on those lies to navigate or survive the world?” Much like 
the octopus, we learn to disguise ourselves in certain dangerous situa- 
tions, but unlike the octopus, we’re far more likely to deceive ourselves 
in the process. 

As is often the case, the truth is often hidden in the details, and read- 
ers of Real Phonies are privy to the genuine emotions behind Beer’s mar- 
velous imagery. “This book is the first time I’m writing explicitly about 
my mental illness,” Beer reveals, describing her experience of “perform- 
ing wellness” in her daily life while masking the real depression and 


anxiety that was causing her pain. Beer’s poetry captures the strangely 
backwards way we protect ourselves from outer scrutiny, even when we 
need help: 

She’s been nominated for an Emmy for her portrayal of 

the concerned line between your doctor's eyebrows 

as he listened to the giant, sodden moth trapped 

between your shoulders, the ruin you carry 

around with you like a speech you’re always prepared 

to give. (from “Cathy Dies”) 

Beyond the desire to seem healthy and happy to the outside world, 
Real Phonies spends a significant amount of time contemplating the way 
in which women and queer people regularly perform to live in a hetero- 
normative, male-dominated world. In one poem, a female speaker con- 
fronts Bruce Wayne and laughs at his unoriginal idea to wear a mask 
in dangerous places: “ . . the world is a dark alley / hiding a gun in its 
mouth. / It has more than enough / reasons to make you/cover your face” 
(“Dear Bruce Wayne,”). For the outsider, the world is a foreign and often 
hostile place, and Beer’s poetry acknowledges these experiences with a 
mix of delightful humor and deep, delicate sadness. 

Real Phonies is critical of the facades we choose to believe in, sure, 
but underneath it all is Beer’s genuine love of performance and the trans- 
formative, healing power of suspending disbelief in the right moments. 
Like the drag queens in the opening poem “Drag Day at Dollywood,” 
Beer invites us to join the parade of pretenders for a moment and feel the 
fantasy (or, at least, to sit back and enjoy the show): “Thousands of pairs 
of Dolly lungs breathe in / gasoline and grease, breathe out glitter.” 

Real Phonies and Genuine Fakes is available now for pre-order from 
Milkweed Editions, and poetry fans in the Denver area can join Nicky 
Beer at bookbar for a release party on March 8th. For more information 
on Nicky Beer, visit nickybeer.com. I 
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OUR LIVES | SENIOR LIVING 


Bringing New Color into 
a Second Career 


LINDA RAINES | PHOTOS BY JAYNE SCHAECHER 


Years ago, if it was mentioned that someone was retired, one likely en- 
visioned them enjoying endless rounds of golf somewhere down in Florida 
or Arizona, grabbing early-bird dinners, and getting home in time to watch 
Wheel of Fortune or Jeopardy. Perhaps some time whiling away the hours in 
a rocking chair on a porch figured into the equation as well. 

Now, however, retirement is often a very different picture, with seniors 
living vibrant, active lives filled with various activities that are not only filling 
their newfound spare time, but also fulfilling to their mental and physical 
well being on top of it. In many cases, these new hobbies often evolve into 
something of a second career, albeit one that is often far more enjoyable than 
the workaday hours previously being spent in pursuit of the almighty dollar. 

Lavender caught up with one such retiree, Jayne Schaecher, and spoke 
to her about how she’s turned her artistic interests into a way of bringing joy 
to both herself and to others. 


What was your career before you retired? 

I was employed at the State of Minnesota Department of Health as a 
Training Specialist. I was responsible for training employees of MDH tech- 
nical computer applications such as Microsoft Word, SharePoint, Excel and 
Skype for Business or Teams. When a new system was implemented, I was 
in charge of the training of that new system. I created SharePoint training 
that could be used for all State Employees. In addition to that, I had the op- 
portunity to work in the Agency Projects and Planning unit to assist with 
agency initiatives. I retired in February of 2020, right before Covid-19 be- 
came an issue in Minnesota. 


Have you always had an interest in art and painting? 

I have always enjoyed art and photography. I took up photography in 
high school and my art teacher said I should really think about being an art 
major in college. That was many moons ago, and I actually went to Nursing 
School. It’s funny where your interests take you! I went from Nursing School 
to Law Enforcement Crime Scene Processing and Forensics, to Insurance 
Claims to Insurance Training, and finally to my last position at the Depart- 
ment of Health. 


What made you decide to pick up the brush and basically take your hobby 
into almost a second career? 

I always wanted to draw but never ever lifted a pencil to sketch. Never 
ever! I received a Community Education brochure in the mail and explored 
the courses that were listed. I saw that they had a beginning drawing class 
that lasted six weeks and I signed up. They taught the basics of drawing. 
There was a beginning watercolor painting class that came up in the next 
session; I also signed up for that. That was the first time I picked up a paint- 
brush, April of 2019. From there, I just couldn’t get enough! I sketched 
whenever I had time—on the way to work on the train, during lunch, in the 
evenings. I followed YouTube and found a style that worked for me. I also 
bought several books to learn techniques. I saw that a few people on Etsy 
were selling Home Portraits, so I thought to myself, “I can do that!” And I 
did. I joined Quorum the [LGBTQ] Chamber of Commerce for the Twin 
Cities and started showing my wares. From there, the sky was the limit. I 
was contacted by many people in our community asking for Home Portraits. 
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What is your favorite medium? | know you do a lot in watercolor, but do you 
also work in acrylics, oils or charcoal? 

My favorite medium is watercolor. I have not had the opportunity to try 
other mediums. The demand for watercolor is keeping me busy! 


How did you start doing the lovely pieces of people's homes for them as 
realtors’ gifts to clients? 

It’s just such a wonderful idea, to be able to present a buyer or seller with 
a painting of either the home they’re about to make their own, or the home 
in which they've spent so many happy years. 

I noticed while watching YouTube videos that I admired artists who drew 
and painted architectural drawings, so I was pulled in that direction. I then 
pulled up some homes that were listed and practiced drawing and painting 
those. I then contacted a few realtors to see if they might be interested in giv- 
ing these to clients. As I posted these on Facebook, I was contacted by more 
and more realtors. I promoted my work at Quorum functions and developed 
several realtors as clients. The realtors give me typically three weeks’ notice 
of a closing. Their clients are so thrilled to have a painting of their home. 


You've retired, but is your wife Heidi still working, or is she retired as 
well? Has it encouraged you both to “find stuff to do” to occupy your time 
individually, or do you try to find projects that you can do together? 

Heidi also retired. We have our own interests but we love doing things 
together. We are just as busy as ever without the pressures of work. We both 
are on the leadership team for Gay for Good Twin Cities. We also love to 
entertain—so between volunteering, entertaining and painting, we couldn’t 
be happier during retirement! I 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Dance Theatre 
Presenting masterful and inspiring dance 
through performance and education 
since 1962. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 338-0627 

www.mndance.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
www.stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


REAL ESTATE 

LGBTQ+ Real Estate Alliance 

The premier LGBTQ+ professional 
organization for real estate and housing 
professionals. “Advocate. Elevate. 
Celebrate." 

P.O. Box 18491 

St. Paul, MN 55118 
www.realestatealliance.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 
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OUR VOICES | SKIRTING THE ISSUES 


Anything Different is Good 


BY CHRIS HINZE 


There is a lot that goes on in the space underneath a door—a 
superhighway of rent checks, cat paws, wads of toilet paper, apology 
notes, clothes hangers to take back apology notes, passive aggressive 
floor sweepings—anything that cannot be met with a look in the eye 
but requires more direction than a mailbox. In my adolescence, I was 
a pissed off observer of this space. It was the gap that kept me open to 
the world despite my attempt to shut myself off from it. I would be on my 
stomach in my bedroom; red, puffy eyes and snarled blonde hair, lying 
in wait for my high-heeled mother to clomp by and slip me a chore list. If 
one came through, it would be gutted and spit back out. 

The exchange through the door wasn’t always so asynchronous. My 
mom and I—and to a lesser extent, my dad and I—were stuck in cycles 
of explosive emotions, harmful words and physical threats. When these 
outbursts happened, my bedroom door became less like solid wood and 
more like a membrane of fierce emotional exchange. I would use my 
body to barricade the door and press my thumb into the lock so that 
it couldn’t be popped. “Unlock this door, dammit! You are never going 
to be treated as an adult with how selfish you act!” My hothead would 
fire back recklessly, like Jell-O shooting off a steamed plate: “I hate you! 
You're ruining my life! I wish I never had you as a mother!” 

As we screamed like this, my mom would jab and fiddle a pick-up 
stick into the knob and I would shove the toe of my soccer cleat into the 
gap underneath the door. After a few years, most of the pick-up sticks had 
been stripped of their paint. We were also becoming stripped, emotionally. 
I could not explain my distress and anger and grew increasingly isolated. 
Meanwhile, my parents grew increasingly frustrated and concerned. 

My understanding of myself began to change around age 13 when I 
discovered aught-era Tumblr and YouTube. I watched videos and read 
blog posts made by people like me: born female but not wanting to be 
perceived as female. This community unearthed a world of words and 
labels that described experiences of gender similar to mine: butch, male- 
presenting, trans, transman, transmasculine, FtM, genderqueer, even 
just “man.” It didn’t take long before the theater of my mind debuted 
my gender identity as a Mountain Dew-drinking, Call of Duty-playing, 
dirt-biker boy who took a potion of testosterone and never talked about 
it again. Of course, I later learned how heteronormativity, patriarchy and 
white supremacy affected my views of gender, and I discovered how 
fluid my gender actually was—but at age 14, I had absolute clarity and 
resolve: I was a man. 


Perhaps because of my familiarity and can-do attitude when it came 
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to communicating through my bedroom door, I decided to come out 
as trans through its gap when I was 16. I jotted something like “I don’t 
think I’m in the right body” on notebook paper before flicking it through 
the cold, hard underbelly of my door. Sitting frozen against the door, I 
covered my eyes, feeling as if I had been shoved headfirst down a steep, 
icy hill. 

Later that night, I was not met with lock-picking parents. Instead, I 
heard butterfly knuckles landing lightly on my door. “Sweetie, you don’t 
have to let me in, but can you let me know that you’re okay?” Sitting 
in a cocoon of my own shame and embarrassment, I wordlessly floated 
butterflies back against the door to signal my okay-ness. I spent the 
night under my bed, soothed by the hardwood floor against my back, the 
pink-plastered wall against my side, and my box spring grazing the tip of 
my nose. There was still room for uncertainty, but it felt more of a trust- 
fall than a free-fall. The days and years of high school that followed were 
hard and there were still a lot of unhealthy patterns and unresolved pain 
between my mom and I. However, we found a way to heal. 

Beginning when I was 19, my mom and I started a yearly tradition of 
going on a backpack trip together for anywhere from five days to a month. 
It began with 17 days on the Superior Hiking Trail where we praised the 
sun as it blanketed our cold, tent-pole fingers, cursed our dense feet for 
sinking far too deep into the pebbled beach of Lake Superior, made birch 
bark crowns and knighted the glacial erratics that sat along the edge of 
the trail, and even ran into another mother/son duo—albeit black bears. 
We didn’t talk about the past, but we did work our way towards the future 
in a clumsy but trusting way, like a three-legged race. 

With each year, we talk more and more about the past. It has come to 
mean the world to me—to be able to talk openly for hours in a wilderness 
that can hold an extraordinary amount of pain. It has provided space 
and metaphor that the inch underneath my bedroom door was never 
able to offer. When budding, nail-polished balsams reach out and graze 
their bright-green fingers against your legs, what is there left to do but 
graze each other with the same beauty and care? When the knot in the 
ponderosa pine looks like an old, cackling witch, what is there left to do 
but drop our heavy conversation and cackle back? 

I am now 27 and we have only missed one year due to the pandemic. 
Each time we hike, we’re never sure if it will be our last time—but perhaps 
that is the magic of it. We must process what needs to be processed while 


we still can. And it must be done in a space without a door. E 
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Park Tavern will require face coverings 
when not seated at your table or lane. 


TWIN CITIES LGBTQ+ HAPPY HOUR 


This exhilarating musical will bring down the house! Broadway’s smash-hit 
is filled with dazzling choreography, electrifying music and a moving story. 


* HILARIOUS! 


The Twin Cities’ 
Best Tribute 
Concerts! 


The Eagles ° Al Green & Bill Withers 
Queen ° Cat Stevens ° Roberta Flack 
Teddy Pendergrass ° Judy Garland 


The Women of Rock, Pop & Country Comedy Improv 
The Songs of Laurel Canyon ` 
and many more! Variety Show 
For the full lineup, visit ; 
ChanhassenDT.com/concertseries E very Fr iday & Satur day Evening 


Proof of COVID-19 vaccination or negative test required. Mask use required for all. 


entertaining you! 


Chanhassen 952.934.1525 
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